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Foodgrains for the poor

ORE than W yeurs aeo the

Five Yvar Plan had stated th
deselopment Plan which does nef rabae
thee demand Tor fissd ' the country
stembcantly mist be consi
adequate.” Long afier that the Sixth
Feve Year Plan framework promisad
that  the  pubbe  distribution  system
wonhd b s 1|ul|l‘|'\\| i o achicwe
able distrbtion.

Thay approach 1o the Seventh Five
Sear Plan pubdished in Tuby B stated
Cpublic distribution of essential
ohitics hike foesdprms. o the
stilnerable wetions epeaally an el
Aigas whore |lm~|u andd wages ane
T showihd serve as am essentral oom-
plement fir the programmes for cmploy-
0 aml meeme genertion. Other-
s, pse i the cashomgome of the oot
wan eastly b nentealiséd by the e an
the prices of vssoptinl commiodities
Public distnbution ol ewential com-
mnditics tr such sections needs o he
er saale than

«

Food for work

A thewe sentiments st remaimitn be
transkated e aetion. Hinvever. hopes
will mow e the wake of the Pome
AMinrsters categencal statement that
morg Hhan anything “we must feed our
peophe fiest  Can this be done?

the 32pd round ol the Natial
Samphe Surves dana showed than 48013
per cent of the populaion. 30 per cont
o them i maral arcas, did mor hine
mum nutotonal  regrements
This his reportedhy diopped 0 37 per
vont mew Howeser, these immediately
by thes sulnerable leved cam po be
it ounder adverse sensonal conditions
Hlonee the 320 round dara s o bener
P while planming for the poor

A curent population. we shall hove
around 72 mlion poor households in
the country,. The mbionty of these o
agrenltural Tabour marginal farmers
amd rural artisans @ ho hivee contributed
T4 hoesty s chon that has
resulied inoon ove annual procure-
ment of 160 millon tonnes for the
past three sears. Tapically the lack of
prun hasing pover of these very classes
s contnbited te the, bubding up of
over 29 mllion tennes of food stocks,

While: the country’s public ¢
system almost exchisnely enters 1o the
urban arcas imvolvimg dods of

crores ol tupees i sibsidios, o0 docs
nesthing for the ruel poor, cwept
aml

Keraly,  Tamil Nty Andhra
Pradesh

A solution suppested i
TigunLtinge the ol st
ity wapes 10 turl employment program
mies The whea el which v ot pew, m
uneseeptionable. bt rclanee on this
akne will be minphaced i the present
cirenmetances, The best oo seans of
the V1 Man saw o sharp dedding in the
wiilstion ol Toodprans i these prog
rammas, starting with 13U LR onng
andd plunging 1o 17 Barkh tonnes. I the
Tast vear of the Plan it mproved svme:
what ter 270 bl tommes

The single mast imperiant wevasm foe
the Enlute of this progromme s far s
the absence of a properh sipervised
amdd lirmby establishad distebation sys
tem 1o carry liwnd, et the wark-
spots in the il ol mke them
avaifahle b the workers o votealay
hasiv. T s e secter that somehimes
these Tondprams gol sl avan by con-
fractors and often only Toodprons of
such guality s i not seceptalle in the
urban pubhc distibation ssem g
enven o these pre which
ettty discredits the progmme in the
ey of the pahibic amd the Fenchioanes

The solution

The solution af once for poserty
atlesiation and the barpeoning food
Qgek Bt expaned the prblic, disriby.
ton awtem to the ol arcas and
s e eratis on an assuncd besas o the
nlennfiend peor ot prices they cam afford,
Thes will mevt at beast o part of their
busae puntonal eeueements. and
adehiion also use sl rursl public
distribution outlets pe the infrstricture
for poving pram w

wiston of \lll.uh ]
mg the Fenchi
ership i indeed vssential. Esperionee in
the fow states where rural
shops disteibute foalp T commi-
ted programme is that regabn supplies
g dominideid by the people and ther
representatives i a matter of right and

i price
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the peor beneli identify  their
mtereals with the cificient Tunctiomng
ol these shopes,

Since T per cont of Ahwir eukme
reguirements are met by the poor
howseholds through comeals, a Typics il
howschold fo 41 kg of foderins,
Takang Govermnent's resource amd
admnistrative comstrnnts mto acoonnt,
a moddest beginming can e made 1o
poowidde onc-bonrih of the howchold
requirements ul 1S kg per masnith 1o sl
whentilicd poor howscholide which will
amennt W 180 kpoper aneum. he
anml reguitement for the 72 million
wrhan amd rurl posor hoascholls will
come 1o 1Y million tonnes. Under the
vl emphowscat progrmmes, 18
diavs ol emplovment may be eiarn-
tevl, i al present, for ane peran per
hoischold mey nt:
plisment which will prowde b
s dubenificd an additional 100 kg of
grans i the wage comp
280 kg oo bt A et o
nutritiomal feguirciments.

Supplemental jobs

Analysic ol e daka portuinmg
o proups thin lse Below the poserty
Tine shows that not less than ¥ million
peal howseholds in the countrs aced
applemental coployment To penernte
LU million mandins. the foederaies
requirement i three million fonnes
Heowever, prven past experience, 1
westthd b reatietic o eypect 1o ntilise not
more than 1.5 mullion tonnes for thew
programmes 1o hepm with, thomgh once
awell-managed public distnbution sys:
tem iy eppansed. this van be stepped up
o three million tonnes

Thus the total quantity of foodering
thint worild e comsimed by the poor,
most of them in rueal arcas, wonld be
148 milkion o e, unider hoth
the programm: s i mughh the
quantity which i at present distribated
through the public distribution system
for the benefit almost exclusively of the
wrban areas Since this quantity will
Ao ot feed the rorad and wrbon
pour. 1o keep open matket urban prces
under check, up i thaee pillion tonnes
can be released, w Areussarny il
ceonomie prices invelvine no subsidy

burden o the Government, which will
unt o a per hovsehokd availability
of 11,5 kg of foedgrains which compires
Favemrably with the 15 kg that the poor
would et

The wse of up tn 175 million tonnes

1 yenr oot of o stock of 29 million
tonnes, can be replenished by an annual
procaremunt of the sime fevel, which
on averape has boen alreidy almiost
reached cven o etrrent production
fevels, The svetape baffer stocks re-
quired to back the programme will be
ahout 12.5 million tonncs,

Avoiding leakages

Tov v kenbapes. the Government
sl deliver the grains at the
it pree shog, as done in Tamil
d Andhra Pradesh. Procure:
wpearttion and price subsidies
pmulk_ praims behw omt al the
villape point —wheat al Ry 150 per
Kilogem s pricerd al present in the
rutal cmplosment progrimmes and nee
.:I Rs 2 per kilopram which i the
age of the prices at which the three
s ol tiee are presently made
gilable m these programmes—will
wt Ry LU por tonne or R 1892 crore
foor 1050 million tonnes Bufter mante-
mance will cost Rs 51 crore. The entine
programime will coet Rs 243 crore per
year at current prices

The Central Budpet has provided Rs
1100 crore i 194580 as “ood subsidy™
bt this may escalate i Rs 1500-170
crofes even in the current year. While
the exeting “food subsidics” henefit
mestly the urhan comumer, the propes-
al discussed here attemprs (o assure the
poot all aver the country—inchiding the
rural poor—a part of their mimmum
mitrtional requirements, expand rural
uup‘ln\mn mt amd keep urhun pnee n
ehek atacomt which is s than five per
cent of the Conteal Government's tisal
expenditure in 198586

Something of this kind should be
ticd, for the poo dewerve a0 broak.
Poverty cannot b Tought al no cost
Aml what #t costs, this country ¢an
aflord.




